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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Wimborne 
and  Cranborne. 


Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  our 
Annual  Report  for  the  year,  1919. 

C.  B.  Thomson,  m.o-h. 
William  H.  Parham,  sj. 
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Area ,  Si,oii  Acres.  Population ,  ign  Census ,  14,964. 
Estimated  for  Birth  Rate  15*357 • 

,,  „  Death  ,,  14*742. 

Physical  Features. — The  district  is  situated  in  the  North  East 
portion  of  the  County  of  Dorset  and  is  drained  by  the  Rivers  Stour, 
Allen  and  Crane  and  their  tributaries.  The  general  character  of  the 
country  is  undulating,  with  no  elevation  greatly  above  the  sea  level. 
The  lowest  part  being  about  40  feet,  and  the  highest  about  520  feet 
above  ordinance  datum. 

A  band  of  the  lower  Eocene  Beds  consisting  of  plastic  clay  and 
London  clay,  divides  the  district  in  a  line  running  from  N.E.  to  S.W. 
and  through  the  Wimborne  Urban  district. 

To  the  N.W.  of  this  band  the  district  rests  on  the  older  chalk 
formation  and  to  the  S  E.  of  the  band  on  the  Middle  Eocene  Beds 
comprising  the  lower  Bagshot  sandy  gravel,  and  clay  alluvium  is 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  banks  of  the  rivers  Stour  and  Allen. 

Climate. — Mild  and  humid  with  rarely  any  extensive  frost  or 
snow  in  the  winter. 

Average  Rainfall  is  34  4  inches. 

Social  Conditions  and  Chief  Occupations. 

The  district  is  almost  wholly  Agricultural.  Dairy  Farms  are 
numerous,  and  some  of  them  large,  supplying  not  only  the  district, 
but  also  sending  large  quantities  of  milk  to  Bournemouth,  Southamp¬ 
ton,  and  London.  The  only  factories  or  works  in  the  district  are  a 
large  paper  mill  at  Witchampton  and  a  dairy  and  cheese  factory  at 
Sturmmster  Marshall.  A  considerable  area  of  the  district  is  occupied 
by  pine  woods  and  common  lands  and  downs,  and  a  large  portion  is 
covered  by  private  parks  and  game  preserves. 

Mud-walled  and  thatched  cottages  are  still  prevalent.  Some  have 
fallen  to  hand,  when  they  are  found  to  be  hardly  worth  repairing. 
Some  are  still  occupied  by  lifehold  tenants,  and  here  many  are  too 
poor  to  put  them  in  thorough  repair. 

Poor  Law  belief  and  Gratuitous 
Medical  Relief. 

Poor  Law  Relief  is  nothing  like  so  extensive  since  the  National 
Insurance  Act  came  into  force,  but  as  the  contributions  fall  off  an 
individual  with  a  long  illness  such  as  phthisis  becomes  destitute,  and 
has  to  seek  relief  from  the  Guardians.  This  is  a  fault  which  should 
evidently  be  remedied. 

Also  the  x\ct  should  certainly  include  the  wives  and  families,  who, 
after  all,  are  the  ones  who  need  most  looking  after. 

Water  Supply. 

The  whole  district,  save  five  noted  below,  are  supplied  by  wells, 
which  vary  in  depth  from  170  feet  in  the  chalk  at  Handley,  to  6  feet 
in  the  gravel  at  Stui minster  Marshall. 

The  possibilities  of  contamination  are  carefully  guarded  against, 
both  by  protecting  the  wells  and  prohibiting  vault  closets  and 
undrained  yards. 

Earth  closets  are  now  almost  universal,  and  the  careful  and 
frequent  emptying  of  them  on  the  gardens  far  from  the  water  supply 
is  now  insisted  upon. 
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The  five  areas  supplied  by  water  laid  on  : — 


Colehill 
Pamphill 
Hampreston  ... 
West  Parley  ... 
Hinton  Martell 


Bournemouth  Water  Works  Co. 

55  5?  >> 

'5  >5 


5  •  )  1  1 J 

Laid  on  by  pipe  to  each  cottage 
from  spring  water  collected  in 
reservoir. 


The  quality  of  each  is  good  and  supply  constant. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — No  complaints  have  been  received  of  any 
pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  district,  nor  do  I  think  it  takes 
place  to  any  great  extent. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage . — None  of  the  villages  have  any  system, 
nor  is  any  contemplated. 


Closet  Accommodation. — T  he  pail  and  earth  system  predominates 
(vaults  and  privies  are  rare,  and  are  converted  into  the  earth  system 
whenever  possible).  They  are  generally  in  good  repair  and  clean, 
though  there  is  great  difficult  in  getting  sufficient  earth  used. 


on 


W  ater  closets  are  increasing  in  those  areas  where  water  is  laid 
all  the  houses  and  drains  being  built  under  the  local  Bye-laws. 


No.  of  W.C. 
„  E.C. 
V.C. 
F.C. 


to  the  end  of  1919. 


New  E.C.,  1 4  ) 

„  W.C,,  7  f  ,n  I919- 


438 

220^ 

^64 

7 


4012 


Scavenging.— There  is  no  public  system,  nor  would  one  be 
possible  in  such  a  scattered  district.  The  emptying  of  pails,  etc.,  is 
done  by  the  occupier,  and  the  contents  are  deposited  on  the  land  with 
due  regard  to  the  water  supply. 


Schools. — Twenty-seven  Schools  are  situated  in  the  district : _ 


Alderholt 

Aimer 

Chalbury 

Colehill 

Corfe  Mullen 

C ran borne 

Edmondsham 

Gussage  All  Saints 

Hampreston 


Ferndown 
Hinton  Martel 
Holt 
Gaunts 
Horton 
Long  Crichel 
Moor  Crichel 
Mannington 


Pamphill 
Pentridge 
Shapwick 
Sixpenny  Handley 
Sturmmster  Marshall 
Verwood  (2) 

Three  Cross  (2) 
Wfitchampton 


These  have  all  been  inspected  ;  the  water  supply  and  sanitary 
conditions  are  good.  Many  have  been  closed  for  the  prevention  of 
the  spread  of  infectious  diseases,  and  where  this  is  done  the  nearest 
schools  in  the  area  have  been  notified  of  the  fact  and  the  children 
given  a  warning  to  repeat  to  their  parents  to  prevent,  if  possible,  their 
going  into  the  infected  area,  as  with  care  a  disease  can  often,  when  it 
is  widely  known,  be  isolated  to  one  school  area. 


The  medical  inspection  of  the  school  children  has  been  ably 
carried  out  by  our  medical  officers  at  Dorchester. 
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Table  XY.— Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  SVlortalsty  during  the  Year  1919. 


7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN 

Wim borne  and  Cranborne  lural  District,  1919, 

Civilians  only. 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
21a 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
29 


Enteric  Fever 
Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scailet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza  ... 

Erysipelas 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  yearsj. 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever 
Parturition,  apart  from  Puerpera’ 
Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 
Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Fever 


Special  Causes  (included  above) 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 
Poliomyelitis 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
Total 

Illegitimate 


Total  Births  ... 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Population. 

For  Birth  Rate 
,,  Death  ,, 


Males. 


88 


1 

6 

7 
1 
2 
9 

1 

15 

2 

8 


4 

2 

1 

22 

1 


114 


109 

5 


Females. 


96 


9 

8 

1 

4 

8 


12 

8 

4 


1 

1 

2 

36 


1 

i 


103 


96 

7 


15,357 

14,742 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Tubercular  Lungs  30 

,,  Other  6 

Measles  127 

Diphtheria  12 

Erysipelas  4 

Scarlet  Fever  8 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  F.  1 

Ant  Poliomyelitis  o 

Pneumonia  28 

Dysentery  2 

Malaria  17 

Puerperal  Fever  1 


Alterations  in  Isolation  Hospital  Account. 
Nil. 

Save  note  below. 


Removal  to 
Hospital. 


3 

1 
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What  Buildings  available  for  Small  Pox. 

Small  Pox  cases  to  be  sent  to  Poole  Isolation  by  arrangement. 

Water  Supply. 

Places  where  insufficient  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Places  where  new  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


New  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Statement. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  535 

Number  of  informal  Notices  33.  Number  complied  with  33. 

Number  of  State  Notices  Nil.  ,,  ,,  ,,  — 

Number  of  Dairymen,  Cowkeepers,  Milk  Sellers  as  register  267. 

Housing  Act  1309.  Action  under  self  17. 

Number  of  Plouses  Inspected,  3853.  Number  unfit  136. 

Number  of  representatives  to  L.A.  with  view  to  closing  order  1. 
Number  of  Closing  Orders,  1.  Number  remaining  without  closing 
order,  9. 

Number  remedied  after  closing  order,  Nil. 

Preliminary  Notices. 

Number  to  repair,  9.  Number  of  houses  repaired,  9. 

Action  under  Section  15. 

Number  of  Notices  to  repair,  1.  Number  repaired,  1. 

Houses  Closed. 

Number  of  Houses  closed,  1.  Number  demolished,  Nil. 

New  Houses. 

Number  of  New  Houses,  by  Local  Authority,  Nil. 

Built  private  10. 

Building  private  11, 
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Housing  Scheme. 

Adopted  yes,  Number,  14. 

Houses,  200. 

Built,  Working  Class,  8 
Other  2 

Building,  Working  Class,  6 
Other  5 


I. 


II. 


III. 


V. 


VI. 


} 

1 

1 

I 


10 


1 1 


(*)• 


3853 

2814 


8 

6 


14,742 


44  Housing.” 

Total  Houses 
Working  class 

New  Working  Class  Houses  during  iqIq. 
Completed 

In  course  of  erection  December  31st 

w)  ^  •  •  • 

(2) .  Population 

No  important  changes. 

(3) .  Shortage  of  Houses. 

(a) .  Shortage  in  most  parishes. 

(b) .  District  Councils  schemes  cover  200  cottages. 

Overcrowding. 

(1) .  A  few  instances  of  two  families  in  a  house,  and  others 

due  to  large  families  in  small  cottages. 

(2) .  Causes,  lack  01  cottages  m  first  instance,  and  insufficient 

number  with  three  or  more  bedrooms  in  second. 

Fitness. 

General  standard  low  in  purely  agricultural  areas 
good  in  newly  developed  residential  portions.  ’ 

General  character  of  defects-dampness,  lack  of 
drainage  arrangements,  low  rooms,  small  or 
fixed  windows,  inter-communicating  bedrooms. 
Very  little  action  beyond  dealings  with  urgent 
repairs  has  been  found  possible  owing  to  shortage 
of  labour  and  high  cost  of  materials.  In  large 
areas  of  the  District  there  are  no  builders,  and 
owners  find  difficulty  in  inducing  builders  from 
the  towns  to  undertake  small  repairs  in  remote 
country  districts. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  and  sheds  are  not  sufficiently 
d«7gfW  gphcit,and.  il  has  not  been  found  possible  to 
powersffeCtlVe  y  WIth  S'psy  encamPments  under  present 

(1).  Complants  by  householders 

Parish  Councils  ...  .'.V  g  Nif 

(»)■  (4)-  ' 

(5)-  (6). 


to-  to’ 

(b). 

(2)  .  &  (3  )• 


See  former  Schedule. 


(3)*  •••  ...  .  „9 

(f)*  •••  ...  ... 

(8).  M.O.H.  and  Inspector  (both  part  time). 


Nil 

Nil. 


IO 


Milk  (Mother’s  and  Children)  Order,  1318. 

This  is  in  working  order  but  only  2  or  3  cases  have  applied 
for  Milk. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  samples 
taken  in  the  District  during  the  past  year:— 


Sample. 

No. 

If 

adultd. 

Sample. 

No. 

If 

adultd. 

Arrowroot 

Lard 

Baking  Powder 

1 

No 

Lardine 

Bread 

3 

No 

Lime  Water 

1 

No 

Butter 

1 

No 

Liquorice  Powder 

Camphorated  Oil 

Margarine 

1 

No 

Carbonate  of  Soda 

Marmalade 

1 

No 

Castor  Oil 

Milk 

2 

No 

Cheese 

1 

No 

Mixed  Pickles 

1 

No 

Cocoa 

2 

No 

Mustard 

Cocoa  Powder 

Oatmeal 

Coffee 

Olive  Oil 

Curry  Powder 

Pepper 

Custard  Powder 

Piccalilli 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

No 

Quinine 

Citrate  of  Magnesia 

No 

Rice 

Egg  Powder 

Self-Raising  Flour 

2 

No 

Epsom  Salts 

Sponge  Mixture 

Flour 

Sugar 

2 

No 

Ginger 

Sweets 

Gregory’s  Powder 

Tea 

Ground  Ginger 

Tapioca 

Jam 

1 

No 

Adulterated  Samples .  Action  taken  ...  Nil 
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